Fr. George Darling, Pastor

Our Lord
Jesus Christ,
King
of
the
Universe

OFFICE HOURS: Monday—
Monday—friday, 8:30am –4:00pm

2275 Diamond Avenue NE
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49505
Telephone: (616) 361-7339
Fax: (616) 361-1327
E-Mail: church@bsacrament.net
www.bsacrament.net

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
Weekday Mass:
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:30am
Wednesday: 10:30am
Weekend Mass:
Saturday: 4:30pm
Sunday: 9:00am & 11:00am
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BY GEORGE….

Sat, Nov 25

VIGIL: OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING
OF THE UNIVERSE

4:30 pm
Sun, Nov 26
9:00 am
11:00 am
Mon, Nov 27

Harry & Jeremy Waranica; Larry Bowhuis
33rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Frank Albanese
Parish Family
WEEKDAY
**No Mass**
WEEKDAY
Charles Ulanch
WEEKDAY
Alvin Byrne
ST. ANDREW, APOSTLE
Charles Edkins
WEEKDAY
Louise Branecki
VIGIL: 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Jim Surman
1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Parish Family
John Alkasses

Tues, Nov 28
8:30 am
Wed, Nov 29
10:30 am
Thurs, Nov 30
8:30 am
Fri, Dec 1
8:30 am
Sat, Dec 2
4:30 pm
Sun, Dec 3
9:00 am
11:00 am

SACRED SCRIPTURE
Readings for the Week of November 26, 2017
Sunday
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Ps 23:1-3, 5-6; 1 Cor 15:20-26,
28; Mt 25:31-46
Monday
Dn 1:1-6, 820; (ps) Dn 3:52-56; Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday
Dn 2:31-45; (Ps) Dn 3:57-61; Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; (Ps) Dn 3:62-67;
Lk 21:12-19
Thursday
St. Andrew, Apostle
Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22
Friday
Dn 7:2-14; (Ps) Dn 3:75-81; Lk 21:29-33
Saturday
Dn 7:15-27; (Ps) Dn 3:82-87; Lk 21:34-36
Sunday
1st Sunday of Advent
Is 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2b-7; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19;
1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37

~In Our Thoughts & Prayers~
Homebound Parishioner of the Week

PASTORAL TEAM
Father George E. Darling, PastorC..Cfather@bsacrament.net
Lori Borek, Parish SecretaryCCCCchurch@bsacrament.net
Mary Bristol, Business ManagerC...mbristol@bsacrament.net
Jody DeGraw, Dir of Religious Education
C.jdegraw@bsacrament.net
Vicki Glynn, Religious Ed. AsstC.C...vglynn@bsacrament.net
Marie LeMire, Ministry to the Sick & Elderly
C.mlemire@bsacrament.net
Michael Debri, Principal ASAC.CCCCC..mdebri@asagr.org

Perhaps you have noticed the last couple of
weeks an article in the school column of this bulletin concerning the tenth anniversary of the existence of All Saints
Academy and the opportunity for individuals from any of
our four mother schools of Blessed Sacrament, St. Alphonsus, St. Isidore, or St. Jude to share interesting or
memorable stories of their days in school which provided
the foundation for what All Saints Academy is today.
Consider that when we look at the existence of both St.
Alphonsus and St. Isidore schools for over 100 years, and
then consider Blessed Sacrament School's history of over
60 years, and St. Jude School's history of over 50 years,
how many thousands of alumni must there be from our
four founding schools and how many stories could be told
and how thick would the book be that contained those
stories. Also just consider how many individuals that
number would include. That has been one of the most
difficult tasks of All Saints Academy to catalogue all of the
prior alumni from each of the four founding schools.
Keeping track of those who have attended All Saints
Academy these past 10 years is not difficult, but trying to
track down people who attended one of our mother
schools 20 or 40 or 60 years ago has been difficult. But
this is also a place where you might be able to offer us
some help. If you or a member of your family, perhaps a
child, or grandchild, or great grandchild, attended one of
the four schools of Blessed Sacrament, St. Alphonsus, St.
Isidore, or St. Jude, would you be willing to contact the
school office at All Saints Academy to give us the contact
information for yourself or for your family member. We
would hope to have the ability to invite all of our alumni
from our mother schools to participate in the 10th anniversary of All Saints Academy, to visit the school and see
what school looks like today compared to what it looked
like in the past, and to be able to welcome all of our past
alumni into the All Saints Academy family. If you would
be able and willing to help us with this please contact
John Matlak in the All Saints Academy office either by
telephone at 364-9453, by email at jmatlak@ASAGR.org,
or by U.S. postal mail at 2233 Diamond Ave. NE, GR,
49505. John is usually in the office here at the elementary campus in the mornings, Monday through Friday.
Wouldn't it be interesting to find out how many actual
alumni there are from our four founding schools, how
many of them are still living, how many of them are still
living in the area, what they might have done or be doing
for careers, and the names of those who are deceased
that we might have the present students remember them
in prayer? If you have any question about this please feel
free to contact John in the school office or feel free to contact me. Thanks for your help with this gargantuan task.

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday printing
schedule, collection information from the
weekend of November 25 & 26 will be published in next week’s bulletin.
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BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH
ADVENT SEASON 2017
Advent is a time of anticipation, but anticipation of what? Surely we are waiting for more than the celebration of Christmas, a major feast of the church year. Nor are we awaiting the coming of Christ into
history, for Christ entered history hundreds of years ago. So what are we anticipating?
We do look forward to Christmas. However, we do so not merely because it is the anniversary of a
past event, but because these promises made so long ago have burst open in human history with the
birth of Jesus, and ever since that first Christmas they have been struggling to take shape in the lives
of women and men.
Advent is the time when this future time of peace, a time that broke into history with a past event, has
the power to transform our lives in the present.

Please consider taking part in our Blessed Sacrament Advent programs:
The Giving Tree
The Giving Tree is located in the Church narthex. It is adorned with ornaments representing three
groups that will benefit from your generosity this season: Arbor Circle, Grand Rapids Home for Veterans, Prison & Jail Ministry, and tags for Meijer gift cards to benefit our fellow parishioners in need
throughout the year. On the tag is a suggestion from the organization of what is needed. Please place
your gift, unwrapped with tag attached under the tree when you are here for Mass. They can also be
dropped by the Parish Office during the week. The gifts are due back by Thursday, December 17th.

The Little Blue Book
The Little Blue Book is again available to help us prepare throughout the Advent Season for the two
comings of Jesus: His coming at birth and His second coming at the end of time. Please pick one up
in the Church Narthex.

Sunday, December 3rd, Advent by Candlelight
The ladies of our parish, their friends and family are invited to listen to our keynote speaker, Kevin Matthews. We need to slow down during the busy Advent season to focus on what is important in life.
Join us for an evening full of friendship and fellowship. You can pick up a form in the narthex or download one from our website and return it to the Parish Office to reserve a spot. This event will begin at
4:30pm in the Church multi-purpose room.

Friday, December 8th, The Feast of the Immaculate Conception
This Holy Day of Obligation Mass will be celebrated at 8:30am and 7:00pm. We will celebrate Mary’s
privilege of being free from original sin from the first moment of her conception in her mother’s womb.

Monday, December 11th, All Saints Academy Christmas Program
Please join us for the All Saints Academy’s Elementary School Christmas Program. This will take place
from 6:30-7:30pm in the Church. Everyone is welcome!

Monday, December 18th, Advent Reconciliation Service
A tri-Parish (Blessed Sacrament, St. Jude, St. Alphonsus) reconciliation service will be at St. Alphonsus
Church beginning at 7:00pm.

Sunday, December 24th, Christmas Eve Caroling
Please join the choir for caroling before both Masses on Christmas Eve. Caroling will begin at 4:00pm
before the 4:30pm Mass, and 9:30pm before the 10:00pm Mass.
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Advent is a time of preparation for the Solemnity of Christmas, in which the

First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, and also when, by
remembrance of this, we look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the
end of time. For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout and expectant
delight.

Be hopeful! Week 1. “Hope does not disappoint us…” Romans 5:5
The first Advent candle urges you to be full of hope. Hope is not wishful thinking or a pipe dream.
Hope is more. It bespeaks a confidence that what you yearn for is happening. God is coming! Really. Be Hopeful!

Be Ready! Week 2. “Prepare the way of the Lord…” Isaiah 40:3
The second candle of Advent urges you to prepare for the second coming of our Lord. We prepare
our homes for the holidays but are we preparing our hearts?

Be Joyful! Week 3. “Good News of great JOY to all people…” Luke 2:10
The third candle of Advent urges you to be full of joy. It is a personal emotion. It spread from an angel to shepherds and finally to you. Be joyful!

Be Love! Week 4. “God sent his Son…” Galatians 4:4
The fourth candle of Advent candle urges you to love everyone. Love itself came to earth on Christmas Day. Emmanuel was born. God gave us the ability to be “love” in this world.

Our lord jesus Christ, king of universe

~T W
HIS

EEK IN OUR

P

ARISH

ADVENT GIVING T REE
see, the Giving Tree is now up in
the Church narthex. As in the past,
we are collecting items for three different organizations, plus Meijer gift
cards for our own
parish family members
in
need.
Please remember to
return all gifts unwrapped with the gift
tag attached. Our
deadline this year is
Sunday, December
17th.

2233 Diamond Ave./364-9453
4 Mile Rd./363-7725
Michael Debri, Principal
www.asagr.org

~

Sun/Nov 26: 12:00pm Adult Choir rehearsal, Church MPR
Mon/Nov 27: 6:30pm Bunco, Church MPR
Tues/Nov 28: 9:15am-3pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Church
9:15am Adult Bible Study, Church MPR
6:20-6:50pm Honor Choir rehearsal, Church MPR
6:50-7:20pm Children’s Choir rehearsal, Church MPR
Wed/Nov 29: 6:30pm RCIA class, Religious Ed office
Thurs/Nov 30: after 8:30am Mass Coffee & Donuts, Church MPR
6:30pm Religious Ed class, classrooms
Sun/Dec 3: 4:30pm Advent by Candlelight, Church MPR

It’s that time of year and as you can

November 26, 2017
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REMINDER:

You can still
turn in reservation forms for Advent by Candlelight to the Parish Office on Monday, November 27th. Hope you can join us.
T HURSDAY
COFFEE & DONUTS
Please join us Thursday for 8:30am
Mass. Following Mass, in the Church
multi-purpose room, there will be
coffee, donuts, and great conversation!

Attention graduates of St. Alphonsus, Blessed Sacrament, St. Isidore and St. Jude schools. As
part of our 10th anniversary celebration, All Saints Academy would
like to hear from graduates of our
four heritage schools, sharing
their memories of those "olden
days." We're interested in anything that stands out in your
memory, from classes and teachers to "lunch ladies" and recess
activities. Please send your notes
to agiroux@asagr.org, or drop
them off at the school office. We'd like your memories to
be part our 10 year celebration.

~O

UTSIDE THE

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays at 3:30 pm

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Parish registration of six months is required. Preparation session required.
Contact the parish office for details.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Contact the parish office a minimum of six
months prior to the preferred wedding
date. Marriage preparation sessions are
required.

New members are always welcome to
our Parish. Parishioner status is maintained by registration in the parish,
active participation in weekend liturgies and full participation in the parish
stewardship program. All family members 18 years and older should be individually registered with the parish.
Parish membership and participation
is required of those desiring the Sacraments of Baptism, First Eucharist,
Confirmation and Matrimony.

ARISH

~

Visit Aquinas College
College is hosting two
AQDays for all high school juniors
and seniors interested in visiting their
campus. You’re invited to come and
discover what life at AQ is all about.
Get the inside scoop on academics,
athletics, scholarships, service learning, study abroad, and more.

Aquinas

FINANCE COUNCIL
Charlie Goode, Chair.
Jim Wila, Vice Chair.
Tim Callery
Bob Dean
Jim Frey
Beth Eliopoulos
Terry Staskey

PASTORAL COUNCIL

PARISHIONER MEMBERSHIP

P

Dan Armock, Chair.
Laura Ellis
Mary Kahnoski
Jeremy Reed
Brian Schaab
Kathy Schwartz
Joe Townshend
Scott Ware
Donna Wrona

Friday, December 1: General
AQDay (open to all academic majors)
Saturday, December 2: Athletic
AQDay (open to student-athletes)

Please

visit aquinas.edu/aqday for
more details or to register.

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK

This week’s sponsor is River City

Mechanical.

Please see this ad
on the back of the bulletin.
These advertisers help to defray all
publishing costs which the Church
would otherwise incur. Please patronize the sponsors on the back of
this bulletin and thank them for their
kind generosity.

